Renwrto 

Applicant makes no amendments to the claims at pfssent. tt is respectfUnK 
submitted that the claims are distinct over the prior art nsfsiances died by the 
Examiner, and applicant travarees the daim rejections under 35 USC §1 02(e) and 
§103(a). for the folldwfr^ reasons. 

Referring to paragrBphs 3 to 5 of the detailed action, applicant tieteves the Examiner 
may not have fiilly understood the present Invention as claimed. To briefly 
summarize the present invention, a Sonet^SDH networic or sub-networic (the 
synchronous transmission networic of claim 1) has two ingress ports (the first and 
second data ports) Ibr receiving data traffic (first data signaO carried over two 
dfflerent transmission patte (the first and second transmission paths) - for example, 
a main and standby path providing path protection. A path seiecUon module selects 
which of the paths is to be used (for example on the basis of quality of signal) and 
data neoeived on the seleclBd path is output at the egress pofnt (the third data port). 
Thus far, claim 1 describes Icnown features of path protection. 

However, applicant has reaHzed that whila the path selected for use (l.e. the first or 
second transmfeston path of cfalm 1) is known at the egress pofnt. if will not be 
known at the two ingress points. This rnfbnnaflon may be useful for various 
purposes. For example, It may be useful for performance monitoring at the ingress 
points. T%vo possibie solutions to this problem are described by tfie applicant at 
page 3. Rne 14 to 25 of the present invention. Disadvantases of those two possible 
approaches are also deacnbed. Applicant has rearosed that a tot and eoonomteal 
approach to the problem is as foilows:- 

The egress point (third data port) is arranged to receive a second data signal and 
communicate that data signal to each of the ingress points (first and second data 
ports). Further, a message enoodnrg module is arranged to encode the path 



2 



xibj^-MStH Q/S 30Vd 20=2 t002/9/Z 



9*99-6SZ,-(ZTe) 



8o-ai:(s»4uui) Nouvtina . g»9»«s^-feic):ais3 . »ic6z/8:sma . ni-juxdaoittsmiAS . lauqi iubimisis luaisBa] mm ai'-zos toauaiz xv oasu . m asvd 



sefsction information in at least one pointer bit of the Sonet/SDH patti followed by ttie 
second data ^nat (ttie second data signal transnussion path of cUiim 1) thereby to 
enable the insress points to determine which path has been selected by examining 
the at least one pointer bit These features are set out clearly In claim 1 as 
presented on page 31 . lines 1 to 1 1 of the present application. 

The Examiner will hopeftjily now appredata why Taniguchi (US 6,496.518) is 
irrelevant to the present Invention. For completeness, however, applicant points out 
that the passages cited by the Examiner as anticipating the last two integers of claim 
1 as presented on page 31, fines 1 to 11 of the present application merely disclose 
"pdnter processing ... for example, phase adjustment processing for synchronization 
between a transmission frame and a main signai ..." (column 13, line 37 to 39). 
Thara fa abaQhrtatv no d hdosuna in Tantouehl. or indeed in env of the other 
nefereneea dted. of a messao a encodino module as daimed fdaim 1 . oaoe 31 . lines 
1 to a nor of tiM inQress Do rta being arranged as lecHed in dam 1 foaoe 31. lines 7 

tall}. 

The Examinei'a rejectton of the remainlr^ daims are considered moot in view of the 
above, l-lowever. regarding the rejection under 35 USC §103(a) presented at 
paragraphs 6 and 7 of the detailed action, applicant respectfully points out that no 
suggestion/imotivatim to oombine the tfirae referBnoes cited ts identffled in the 
rslsrenoes ttiemselves. The assertion by the Examiner that "the 
suggestion/motivation to do so would have tMen to synchronize data signals with the 
Internal dodc rate and adjust pointer bits' is, ft is submitted, an instance of 
Impemiissible hindsight reasoning. 

Referring to paragraph 2 of the detaOed action of October 25, 2003, applicant 
respectfully points out the 'one data port" and 'other data poif are capable of bi- 
direcOonai oommunication (see fig 3 and page 16. line 25 to page 17. line 2 of the 
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description). Thdrefbre« It- is inapproprtate to characterize them as either Input or 
output ports. 

Accordingly, applicant believes the present Invention is patentably distinct over the 
prior art references cited by the Examiner and respectfully respects favorable 
iBconsideration. 

February 6, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 



William M. Lee. Jr. 
Registration No. 26,935 
Bames & Thornburg 
P.O. Box 2786 
Chicago, liUnois 60690-2786 
(312)214-4800 
(312) 759-5646 (fex) 
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